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The McLean family bible 
 

Notes as published in 1995 
 
Donald McLean’s gaelic Bible is at the Strathalbyn National Trust Museum.  
 
On the inside front cover is - "Donald McLEAN bought and purchased 1835". On the back inside face, also 
handwritten in English, is:- "Son of Allan McLean of Fort William, purchased from me, Mr McPhee". This indicates 
that Donald's wife, Christina McPhee, was kin to the book seller. 
 
Contributed by Mary Benton:   

"What may be described as the McLean family Bible was printed in London in 1847 by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in London.  
The Bible apart from the need for re-binding is well preserved. While some of the pages are yellowing, not 
one is missing. 
The Bible must have originally belonged to John S. D. McLean as his name is inscribed six times on the 
inside of the front and back cover.  
At the beginning of the New Testament the following hand-written details are inserted:  

Allan McLean Senior - born 11th Feb. 1811 
Rachel 21 March 1863 
John Stuart Duncan 12th July 1865 
Margaret 16th April 1869 
Mrs Donato MacLean died April 1869 

On the introductory pages there is the signature of a Mrs McLean signed at Strathalbyn, Sunday A 15 
1883, followed by the given names of other people namely William, Thomas and Benjamin.   
Strathalbyn is also written beneath one of the signatures of John S. D. McLean. 
In fading handwriting the words "Beginning of the" and "The end of the Holy" appear on the first and last 
pages.   
The following hand-written poem or verses, in now fading ink appears on the inside of  the back cover: 

Steal not this book for fear of shame 
For in it you will find the owners name 
And when you are dead the lord will say 
Where is the book you stole away 
When I am dead and in my grave 
And all my bones are rotten 
This   ***   book will remember me 
When I am quite forgotten 
This is the book the only book 
Will back you from your youth 
To turn over the leavs and over the leaves 
Of God‘s Holy Holy Book 

The adjective describing the book is illegible. 
The signature of the person beneath these verses is not easy to define but it seems to be Magie McLean.” 

 
 SOURCE :  These notes are an extract from "The History of Donald & Christina McLean and Their Descendants” which was published in 1995 – page 6 & 199.   

 BEGINNINGS :  Christina and Donald McLean and their ten children migrated from Argyllshire to South Australia in 1837.  This was in the earliest years of the colony.  The McLeans initially 
settled near Adelaide where they grew the first wheat crop in SA.  Then in about 1840 they pioneered the Strathalbyn area.  There are now well over 20,000 descendants spread across 
Australia and elsewhere.  

 CHANGES :  Please contact us with additions, corrections or suggestions about any part of this family tree. 

 CONTACT :  Visit our website  www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com  or Strathalbyn Museum phone 08 8536 2656 to discover much more about your family history – or about privacy and 
copyright. 

 

 

http://www.christinaanddonaldmclean.com/


 

 


